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SECTION 5 
ARTISTS IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

 

PURPOSE 
The Arts Council recognizes the important contribution of artists to the creative landscape of the Columbus 
community. Support for artists is provided through Professional Development Assistance, Performing Artist Travel 
Grants, Supply Grants, and the Aminah Brenda Lynn Robinson Memorial Fund for Research and Development. 
Note: the Film Finishing Funds grant program has been discontinued for 2017. In addition to four individual artist 
grant programs, the Arts Council also provides Artist Fellowships and the Artist Exchange program. These funding 
and support programs give artists in the community the opportunity to enhance their skills and create work that 
helps drive the vibrancy of the arts in Columbus and Franklin County. 

 
The Artists in the Community (AITC) program is funded by the city of Columbus. Views expressed by the program 
and its grant recipients do not necessarily represent those of the city of Columbus or the Arts Council. 

 

All individual artists are limited to two (2) Artists in the Community grants per calendar year. This does not 
include Fellowships; Individual artists are eligible to apply for all applicable Fellowships throughout the calendar 
year (January-December). 

 

WHO MAY APPLY 

- A creative artist who lives in the city of Columbus or Franklin County and have been for at least one 
(1) year prior to date of application. 

- Artists who are enrolled in a degree- or certificate-granting program of any kind at the time of 
application or during the grant period are NOT eligible to apply under any category. 

- Artists working full-time as teaching staff at a college or university are not eligible to apply for the 
Professional Development Grant, Performing Artist Travel Grant, or the Aminah Brenda Lynn 
Robinson Memorial Fund for Research and Development. 

 
Note: Artists who have two (2) or more unsubmitted final reports from the previous calendar year (January – 
December), may NOT apply for grants until all final reports have been submitted. 

 
APPLICATION DEADLINE 
All applications with accompanying support materials are due by 5:00 p.m. on the first Monday of every month. No 
exceptions. If the deadline falls on a holiday, the deadline is extended to the next business day. 

 

Upon request, the Grants & Services staff will review and evaluate draft applications up to two (2) weeks before 
the grant application deadline. Requests must be received via email by 5:00 p.m. 

 

SUPPORT MATERIALS 
Each applicant has the responsibility to submit materials that are relevant, readable and appropriate. All 
supporting documentation is due on the deadline. Please review the grant for which you would like to apply to see 
appropriate support materials. 

 

Your signed application cover page (please sign the Authorizing Official line) must be postmarked no later than 
three (3) business days following the deadline. 

 

REVIEW PROCESS 
Grants & Services staff review applications and provide recommendations to the President and the Creative 
Advancement Committee. The Committee approves the recommendations, and contracts or denials are sent by 
the last business day of the month. 



Greater Columbus Arts Council 2017 Guidelines 

23 11/2016 

 

 

 
 

The Creative Advancement Committee may recommend one of the following for any application: Approval for 
funding; Approval for funding with stipulations; Denial with suggestions for resubmission of application; Denial of 
funding; Deferral for further consideration. 

 
Funds are awarded on a first-come, first-served basis, and these funding categories will be suspended for the 
remainder of the Arts Council’s fiscal year when the funds have been expended. These categories will re-open 
when additional funds are made available either during the fiscal year or at the start of the new fiscal year. 

 
PAYMENT 
Individuals that receive a grant award can expect to receive 100% of their grant following receipt of their signed 
grant agreement. 

 
This grant is not a reimbursement. You may NOT pre-purchase materials and apply for funds to be reimbursed. All 
materials must be purchased after funds are awarded and disbursed. 

 
FINAL REPORTS 
- Final reports are due thirty (30) days following the completion of the activity for which funding was granted. 

- Final reports are accepted online through GoArts, the Arts Council’s online application system. 

- Failure to submit a final report and all materials within ninety (90) days may result in the suspension of your 
account. This will affect future consideration and eligibility. 

- For the Supply Grant you must keep all original receipts for items purchased. Scan and upload each document 
to your final report. 

 
Award recipients must remain residents of the city of Columbus and/or Franklin County throughout the award 
period. 

 

HOW TO APPLY 

1. Read these guidelines; 

2. Create your GoArts online profile; 

3. Gather the materials you have to submit with the application; 

4. Complete the application online; 

5. Make sure you submit your application before 5pm on the day of the deadline. 
 
 

 

http://goarts.gcaconline.com/login
http://goarts.gcaconline.com/login
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SECTION 5-A: PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS 

WHAT THE PROGRAM SUPPORTS 
Small grants of up to $1,000 to offset the costs of professional development opportunities are considered. First 
time fees for professional memberships or associations that clearly align with the advancement of the artist’s 
career will be considered. 

 

Examples of eligible activities include master technique classes, enhancing business skills or attending professional 
conferences where development opportunities exist. 

 

Requests for activities previously funded by this program will NOT be considered without significant justification of 
new need. This does not include recurring professional membership or association fees. 

 

NOTE: Next Level Columbus and similar “self-help” courses will NOT be considered for AITC grant funding. Only 
opportunities specifically for and/or about the creative arts and artists will be allowed. If you are unsure if your 
program meets the requirements, please contact Grants & Services staff. 

 
 
 

WHAT THE PROGRAM SUPPORTS 

SECTION 5-B: SUPPLY GRANTS 

Small grants of up to $500 to offset the cost of supplies for individual artists to create new work will be 
considered. 

 

Examples include the purchase of film stock for filmmaking; post production equipment and supplies; paint or 
canvas; framing; music; dance shoes; costumes; stage makeup; camera lenses; specialty computer software; etc. 

 

This grant is NOT for the purchase of technology such as computers, tablets, or mobile phones unless Grants & 
Services staff assesses a great need for these materials. In addition, this grant is NOT for the use of studio and/or 
location rental. 

 

If you are unsure if your supply meets the requirements, please contact Grants & Services staff. 
 
 

SECTION 5-C: PERFORMING ARTIST TRAVEL GRANTS 

WHAT THE PROGRAM SUPPORTS 
Small grants of up to $1,500 to offset the costs of traveling for paid performance opportunities are considered. 

 

Only individual artists NOT groups or collectives of artists are able to apply. The artist must be able to prove via an 
official document from the supporting venue/organization that they have been invited to perform, and will be paid 
by an official check. 

 

Examples of eligible expenses would be airfare, car rental/fuel, lodging, meals, etc. Opportunities that are “pay to 

play” situations will not be considered for funding. 
 

SECTION 5-D: THE AMINAH BRENDA LYNN ROBINSON MEMORIAL FUND FOR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

WHAT THE PROGRAM SUPPORTS 
In memory of Aminah Brenda Lynn Robinson, a Columbus artist and MacArthur Fellow, this grant pays tribute to 

Ms. Robinson’s diverse body of work, dedication to her craft, and love of her community. Aminah, a gifted 

storyteller and historian, was an advocate of utilizing research to hone one’s craft. 
 

Small grants of up to $1,000 to offset the costs of traveling for research and development. 
This can be related to conceptual research or technical research. Examples of eligible expenses would be airfare, 
car rental/fuel, lodging, meals, etc. 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE 

SECTION 5-E: ARTIST FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS 

The Arts Council partners with local arts and culture organizations to offer fellowship programs in the following 
disciplines: Visual Arts (in partnership with the Columbus Museum of Art), Dance (Columbus Dance Theatre), 
Performing Arts (Lincoln Theatre Incubation Program), biennial Choral Composition (Columbus Men’s Chorus) and 
Playwright (CATCO). Each partner determines the guidelines and application/selection process for the individual 
programs. 

Artists who apply to and are awarded a Fellowship are still eligible to apply for two (2) Artists in the Community 
(AITC) Grants per calendar year. 

Visit www.gcac.org for deadlines, Fellowship partner listing and contact information which is updated as 
information becomes available. 

 
WHAT THE PROGRAM SUPPORTS 
Fellowships recognize outstanding local artists, and are intended to assist artists in any manner they deem fit to 
support the creation of new works and/or the advancement of their careers. In some cases, our partners are able 
to offer additional benefits such as exhibition or showcase performances that give the local artists credibility, and a 
chance to engage local audiences. 

 

GRANTS PROCESS 
Recipients are selected by a panel of experts in the specific artistic discipline. Their decisions will be based solely 
on the artistic excellence of the work submitted for review. The primary criterion is artistic quality. Gender, race, 
age, financial need, education, professional affiliations, previous recognition, and occupation are not 
considerations for funding. Further considerations are detailed within the guidelines for each program as 
determined appropriate by each partner. 

Fellowship awards vary in amount based on discipline, but typically are between $2,000 and $5,000.  

WHO MAY APPLY 
In order to apply for a fellowship, an individual must be: 
- A creative artist who lives in the city of Columbus or Franklin County and have been for at least one (1) year 

prior to date of application. 

- Artists who are enrolled in a degree- or certificate-granting program of any kind at the time of application or 
during the grant period are NOT eligible to apply under any category. 

- Fellowship partners determine additional eligibility requirements or limitations. 

Work that results in an award may not be resubmitted. Resubmission of work will disqualify the applicant from the 
review process. Award recipients must remain residents of the city of Columbus and/or Franklin County throughout the 
grant period. 

 
HOW TO APPLY 
Each Fellowship partner processes applications differently and deadlines vary. Visit www.gcac.org for current 
information on deadlines, Fellowship partner listing and contact information. 

 

PAYMENT/FINAL REPORT 
Payments vary by program. 
Final reports are accepted online through GoArts, the Arts Council’s online application system. 
Final reports are due thirty (30) days following the completion of the activity for which funding was granted. 
Failure to submit a final report within ninety (90) days may result in the suspension of your account. This will affect 
future consideration and eligibility. 

http://www.gcac.org/
http://www.gcac.org/
http://goarts.gcaconline.com/login

