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APPENDIX 5 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: PARTNERING WITH A FISCAL SPONSOR 

 
Our Project Support and BOOST grants are awarded only to 501(c)(3)  organizations. In the past, the Arts Council 
has allowed for groups and individual artists to engage a fiscal sponsor to submit for a grant.  Beginning in 2017, 
the Arts Council has established standards requiring fiscal sponsors to be more involved as a partner as opposed 
to merely a transactional relationship. This shift in thinking aims to minimize risk of the Arts Council’s investment 
and to improve project outcomes by asking the fiscal sponsor to be engaged and lend its organizational experience 
to the project.   
 

The expectation is that the fiscal sponsor is engaged in a meaningful manner and committed to the financial and 
artistic success of the project.  
 

Examples of how Partnership might be demonstrated include:  
- a designated organization staff member dedicated to oversight through completion of project 
- joint creation of artistic work between artist(s) and organization 
- shared responsibilities in developing a project plan and monitoring project goals 
- the use of an organization’s space and staff for exhibit, production, rehearsals or staging for free or low cost 
- partnering on cross-promotion and fundraising 
 
Important things to consider: 
- The fiscal sponsor does not have to be an arts organization as long as the partnership is authentic and the 

501(c)(3)  is financially stable with strong governance in place.  Preference is that the fiscal sponsor is local 
- The fiscal sponsor may not employ any of the applicant’s employees or Board members or any other related 

party 
- Both parties should agree to and confirm in writing the details of responsibilities 
- The fiscal sponsor may require a service fee to cover administrative costs. The applicant should include the 

expense within the project budget of the application. This expense qualifies for all or partial coverage through 
the awarded grant 

- The application and final report should be completed jointly 
- If the applicant is awarded a grant, the grant agreement is made between the Arts Council and the fiscal 

sponsor, NOT the applicant.  However, we do request that both parties review and sign the contract 
- Any correspondence regarding a fiscal-sponsored application or approved grant must be submitted jointly  
- The Arts Council is not responsible for disputes between the applicant and the fiscal sponsor  
 
REGISTERING AND APPLYING THROUGH GOARTS  
 

The artist/applicant will register in GoArts.  Even if you have registered as an individual artist in GoArts you will 
need to complete a new registration as “an organization” to apply for Project Support or BOOST grants.  
 
Refer to these INSTRUCTIONS on how to register and apply through GoArts using a fiscal sponsor 1.     

  
  

http://goarts.gcaconline.com/
file://gcac-dcex-01/data/users/alison/Guidelines.Policies.Processes.City%20Contract/2016/Tips%20on%20applying%20when%20using%20a%20fiscal%20sponsor.pdf

