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SECTION 3 
PROJECT SUPPORT 

 
PURPOSE 
Using funds provided by the city of Columbus to support a broad array of programs provided by professional artists 
and 501(c)(3) arts and culture organizations, the Arts Council welcomes the opportunity to support existing 
opportunities as well as new organizations and projects. The Arts Council is committed to expanding the cultural 
services that enrich the community. 
 
This program is open to all artistic disciplines. 
 
The Project Support program is funded by the city of Columbus. Views expressed by the program and its grant 
recipients do not necessarily represent those of the city of Columbus or the Arts Council. 
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE 
Applications with required support materials are due by 5:00 p.m. on the dates listed below: 
 
 January 15:  Projects beginning between April 1 and September 30, 2017 
  

April 15:  Projects beginning between July 1 and December 31, 2017 
  

July 15:  Projects beginning between October 1, 2016 and March 30, 2018 
  

 October 15: Projects beginning between January 1 and June 30, 2018 
 
NOTE: If the deadline falls on a weekend or holiday, the deadline is extended to the next business day. 
 
Upon request, the Grants & Services staff will review and evaluate draft applications up to two (2) weeks before 
the grant application deadline. Requests must be received via email by 5:00 p.m., no later than two (2) weeks 
before the grant application deadline. 
 
WHAT THE PROGRAM SUPPORTS 
The Arts Council supports non-profit organizations involved in arts and culture programming and events such as 
festivals, art exhibitions, performances, etc.  
 
Projects are defined as activities with specific implementation dates, budgets, objectives and evaluation plans. 
These activities may be a single activity or recurring presentations.  Organizations that present seasons, concert 
series or other multiple activities, such as exhibitions, are encouraged to apply once for the body of activity. This 
maximizes the funding request and minimizes paperwork. Additionally, this allows the organization to plan long-
term and demonstrate a healthy and stable operation. 
 
Artists and groups must apply as part of a true collaboration with a qualified local nonprofit, as opposed to a 
transactional fiscal sponsor relationship. Examples of collaboration might include:  sharing of project costs and 
resources, or artistic staff working together on the creation, production or execution of a project. 
 
Arts education opportunities may only be supported through the Project Support program as a public 
component of a larger artistic project. The Arts Council currently supports arts education through its support of 
the Ohio Alliance for Arts Education programs - Artists-in-Schools and Art in the House (after-school and summer 
arts programming). 
 
Operating Support recipients with budgets under $5 million may apply for Project Support for new programs, 
initiatives or collaborative projects that are not part of their normal programming. Operating Support recipients 
with budgets over $5 million may NOT apply for Project Support.  
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GRANTS PROCESS 
 

Organizations may request funding up to 25% of the project expense budget, not to exceed $25,000. 
Items can include but are not limited to personnel, outside fees and services, artists’ payments or fees, performer 
or musician compensation, space rental, production expenses, travel fees, marketing and promotion and costs 
related to audience or fundraising development.   
 
All Project Support grants require recipients to match Arts Council funding dollar for dollar. This match can include 
cash on hand, admissions, concession sales, grants and Board/individual contributions. In-kind donations and 
services cannot be used towards the match (however in-kind, within reason, is factored as a part of the total 
project budget). 
 
Applications are reviewed and evaluated by staff. The Arts Council will meet individually with each applicant. These 
meetings may affect the final evaluation of the application. The Creative Advancement Committee of the GCAC 
Board reviews the evaluations and recommends funding based on two factors: 1) evaluation outcomes and 2) 
funding availability. 
 
The Creative Advancement Committee may recommend one (1) of five (5) actions for any Project Support 
Application proposal: Approval for full or partial funding of request amount, Approval for full or partial funding 
with stipulations; Denial with suggestions for resubmission of application; Denial of funding; Deferral for further 
consideration. 
 
The Creative Advancement Committee's recommendations are brought before the full Board for consideration and 
approval. 
 
Refer to APPENDIX 8 for the complete listing of narrative questions, criteria/evidence and rating scale. 
 
WHO MAY APPLY 
Eligibility restrictions outlined in the GENERAL section apply.  
 
In order to apply for funding through Project Support, an organization must be: 
 

- A non-profit 501(c)(3) organization whose primary focus is arts and culture; 
 

- Based in and/or providing service to the city of Columbus (Columbus zip codes) 
 

- Able to provide dollar-for-dollar cash match to Arts Council funds requested; 
 

- Provide required financial and support documentation; and 
 

- Demonstrate compensation to all artists involved in the project. 
 
Individual artists may apply for project support only if collaborating on the project with a 501(c)(3) organization, 
who will serve as the fiscal sponsor. No longer will the Arts Council allow fiscal sponsorships that are purely 
transactional. Artists and fiscal sponsor must be working together on the project and application submission.  For 
more information on Fiscal Sponsor Partners, see APPENDIX 5.  
 

University or college departments may apply for Project Support so long as the activity meets the eligibility 
requirements (for example, obtain a collaborative fiscal sponsor, public component reaches beyond the college 
community, etc.) and does not result in student credit or is considered part of the required curriculum. 
 
Organizations with budgets over $5 million receiving Operating Support may NOT apply to this program. 
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HOW TO APPLY 
Interested first-time applicants are encouraged to meet with Grants & Services staff, attend an application 
workshop at least six (6) weeks prior to application deadline and submit a draft application for review. This ensures 
the application is well-developed and may increase the applicant’s chance of receiving funding. 
 
Applications are accepted through GoArts, the Arts Council’s online application system. No paper applications will 
be accepted. Applications open approximately sixty (60) days before each deadline.   
 
Applications that are submitted without substantially adhering to application requirements will be deemed 

ineligible in the current grant cycle but may be invited to apply in a future cycle and provided with staff coaching. 

Late applications will NOT be accepted.   

Applications with content substantially duplicated from previous year(s) will have its total score reduced by one 

point. Competition for GCAC grants is strong, so preference will be given to fresh applications and projects 

reflecting the diversity and innovation in our community. An understanding of a project’s economic impact to the 

community is also helpful.  

SUPPORT MATERIALS 
Each applicant has the responsibility to upload materials that are relevant, readable and appropriate. Grants & 
Services staff may seek further information and clarification from the applicant. Timely response to requests for 
additional information is important to the application’s success. 
 
The Art Council requires that all supporting materials to be uploaded electronically with the online application.  
The Arts Council will no longer accept hard copies of supporting materials mailed to the office, except with special 
permission. 
 
First-time applicants will also need to submit: 

 

- Proof of 501(c)(3) status; and 
 

- Organizational history. 
 

Contact Grants & Services staff BEFORE the deadline if unsure what supporting materials to include with the 
application. 
 
PAYMENT/FINAL REPORT 
Organizations that receive a grant award will receive 50% of their grant following receipt of their signed letter of 
agreement. The remaining 50% will be paid following receipt of the final report’s signed cover page and review and 
approval of the final report. 
 
Organizations or artists with a fiscal sponsor are asked to submit a copy of their fiscal sponsor contract with their 
signed letter of agreement. 
 
Final reports are due thirty (30) days following the completion of the activity for which funding was granted. A 
thirty (30) day extension may be requested in writing BEFORE the due date. Failure to submit a final report within 
ninety (90) days of the due date may result in the cancellation of the remaining grant amount.  
 
Overdue or failure to submit final reports, audited financials, or required reporting may affect eligibility and impact 
grant awards for future applications. 

http://goarts.gcaconline.com/login

