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SECTION 8 
ARTS COUNCIL FISCAL SPONSORSHIP SERVICE 

 

The Arts Council’s fiscal sponsorship program provides fiscal sponsorship for arts and cultural groups that may 
want but are not yet ready to become tax-exempt nonprofit organizations. Note: this service cannot be utilized to 
secure an Arts Council grant; It is intended to help arts and cultural groups to secure grants from other funders. For 
information about working with a fiscal sponsor for the purpose of applying for a grant from the Arts Council,  
refer to APPENDIX 5. 
 

This makes it possible for groups to receive tax-deductible grants and donations as they grow and work towards 
their decision to become a 501(c)(3). In addition, Sponsored Organizations receive support for their fundraising 
and marketing efforts, and networking support.  
 

The Arts Council:  
- receives, records, and disburses tax-deductible donations and grant monies and all other revenues on behalf 

of the Sponsored Organization; 
 

- provides advisory and fiscal services to the Sponsored Organization; 
 

- refrains from making and imposing artistic decisions on the Sponsored Organization’s project; 
 

- leaves artistic control to the Sponsored Organization; and 
 

- supplies a periodic financial report to the Sponsored Organization. 
 

How the Relationship Works: 
- Sponsored Organizations apply for grants and/or solicit contributions using the Arts Council, a nonprofit 

organization. 
 

- The Arts Council receives the grant monies and/or contributions and disburses them to the Sponsored 
Organization. 
 

- The Arts Council deducts 7-10% from the total payment to cover administrative costs. This fee is set by the 
Arts Council and is based on the scope of services being provided to the Sponsored Organization. The fee is 
agreed upon by both parties prior to signing the agreement. 
 

- Sponsored Organizations must use all grant monies exclusively on the contracted project and for the purpose 
specified by the funding agency. 
 

- Being a Sponsored Organization renders you ineligible to apply to any Arts Council grants program. 
 

Are We Eligible? You are eligible if you answer YES to the following questions: 
- Does your organization have annual expenses of less than $100,000? 

 

- Have you been operating for less than one (1) year? 
 

- Are you located in the city of Columbus or Franklin County? 
 

Interested organizations must meet with Arts Council staff to discuss the relationship, scope of services and 
potential projects and/or grant applications. Please be aware that it can take 10-15 business days to process a 
request for fiscal sponsorship. Be prepared to provide:  
- Leadership or management list;  
- Mission statement;  
- Current and next year’s organizational budget; and  
- Programs/project summary/timeline. 

 

Sponsored Organization must agree to credit the Arts Council and the funding agency on all publicity, 
advertisement, and acknowledgments related to the project. For information about working with a fiscal sponsor 
for the purpose of applying for a grant from the Arts Council, refer to APPENDIX 5. 


