
“The Sight of Music“ 

An open-call to artists residing/working in central Ohio 

 

Introduction 

 

In the Fall of 2017, the Columbus Cultural Arts Center (CAC) will host a large exhibition 

of contemporary works by Ohio artists, in a challenge set forth by guest curator, local 

poet and writer, Steve Abbott. Framed by a nod to synesthesia, “THE SIGHT OF 

MUSIC” will present visual representations of the aural arts, exploring how we interact 

with music as a central aspect of our humanity.  These works will examine music's place 

in everyday, cultural, creative, and imaginative contexts—its major figures and historical 

evolution; its range of instrumentation; its forms and styles of presentation, as well as 

the venues in which it is experienced; its well-known compositions and lyrics; its varied 

moods, tones and modalities; and the multiple ways in which we response to it. 

 

Background 

 

 Music has been fundamental in the evolution of humankind. It has served as an 

outlet for human responses to the patterns and sounds in nature as well as the innate 

complexity of the human brain. Music has defined local and national cultures, 

reinforcing shared bonds between and among people. It has reflected social mores and 

class distinctions. And music has constantly evolved since early humans began to use 

the most basic materials to express themselves and reinforce the community of tribe or 

clan. Branches and bones became flutes; stretched skins became drums; seashells and 

animal horns became wind instruments; animal entrails became stringed instruments.  

And as technology advanced, musical instruments became more refined and more 

complex. With the development of electricity and then radio, music moved beyond the 

immediacy and intimacy of a common space into far-flung places where individuals or 

families could share the experience of music created by others without having to leave 
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their homes. Musicians were able to reach audiences via recordings that allowed 

repeated listenings to the same performance. The electrification and amplification of 

musical instruments allowed musicians to reshape the fundamental structures of folk, 

blues and jazz forms into rock 'n' roll. Electronic music adapted the hum and buzz and 

whir of technology into sounds that could be used as ambient wallpaper or the pulsing 

of nonstop dance music. 

 Rare is the person who is not attracted in some way to music. We are drawn by 

its rhythms, melodies, and/or harmonics. We attend performances of it, relax to it, move 

to it, sing or hum along with it. We perform it, download it, and collect it. We incorporate 

it into our most significant communal interactions—weddings, funerals, worship, parties, 

military ceremonies, political events. Music fills our concert halls, churches, nightclubs, 

dance halls, homes, cars, and earbuds. It floats quietly in department stores and small 

businesses as well as in our heads in pleasant refrains or annoying loops that are 

nearly impossible to stop. It conjures memories and emotions that we experienced at 

formative times in our pasts. We share it with others as a way of defining ourselves. 

Simply put, music is the soundtrack of our lives. 

 

The Exhibition  

 Artists submitting works for consideration by the juror(s) are asked to consider 

the myriad ways in which music is or has been created, and/or how the ineffable 

emotions produced by music can be represented visually as they create works of 

contemporary significance, meaning, and materials. Work may be 2-D, or 3-D, and in 

any traditional or non-traditional style or medium (consistent with gallery rules and 

limitations).  You are hereby challenged to create work inspired by, reacting to, or 

incorporating sounds or aural memories which will stretch the human imagination, and 

show the linkages that exist in the mind between the "seen" and the "heard." 

A brief (<100 words) statement about how a piece might have been inspired by some 

aspect of music can be included as part of an artist's submittal.  

 

 

 



Jurors for this exhibition: 

 Dr. Melanie Corn, President, Columbus College of Art and Design 

 Christopher Purdy, noted WOSU classical music host and musicologist  

 

Jurors Awards:  1st-$500  2nd- $300  3rd- $200 

 

Eligibility:  

 The exhibition is open to Central Ohio residents, age 18 and over;  

 Works submitted for consideration may be either 2-dimensional or 3-dimensional; 

 Artists may enter only their original, untutored work - NO REPRODUCTIONS OF 

ORIGINAL WORK; 

 Artwork must have been completed in the last four years and must be visibly 

dated (suggested on the back); 

 Artists may enter up to two (2) pieces.  

 All artwork selected for the exhibit must remain as part of the exhibit for the 

duration of the show.  

  

Artwork Condition and Size Limitations: 

 Hanging work must be wired and ready to display (saw-tooth hangers and clip 
frames will not be accepted.)  

 Hanging work may not exceed 6'x 6' or 100 lbs.  

 Artists considering installation pieces need to be aware of the limited space 
available in the Cultural Arts Center's main gallery (a visit to the gallery is highly 
recommended).  

 Artists proposing video or computer-based artworks may be required to provide 
the necessary equipment for display.  

 The artist or persons working for the artist must set up the installation, in a 
location selected by the curators.  

 Glass or plexiglass must be used over water media, drawings, prints, 
photographs and collage.  

 CAC staff and the curator will have the final decision regarding proper artwork 
condition and location of each piece, as well as appropriateness for a family-
friendly space.  



 Perishable items, or artworks with hazardous components, will not be accepted.  

 Extra precautions should be taken with delicate and large pieces.  

 

Image Submission:  

 All entries will be judged from digital images submitted by e-mail.  

 Image size requirements: 1600 pixels on the longest side at 72 DPI, JPEG format 
only – save at the highest resolution.  

 One detail image of each piece is allowed if necessary to show an important 
feature  

 Each image should be labeled with the artist's last name and the number of the 
entry (e.g., JSMITH01.jpg, or JSMITH01-detail.jpg)  

 You can upload images here ; 

 Required information includes: - artist's name, address, and contact information 

(phone, e-mail) - the title of the artwork (matched to the image number) - the 

medium (or media) used - dimensions - the price of the artwork, or NFS  

 The curators reserve the right to refuse entry materials not prepared to these 

specifications.  

 Upon delivery, if an accepted artwork is found to have been misrepresented it 
may be disqualified.  

 Submission of an entry shall constitute agreement on the part of the artist or 

artist's representative that said images may be used without restriction by the  

Cultural Arts Center for the purpose of promoting the show (e.g.,press releases, 

posters, internet promotion, grant requests and reports).  

Audio or Video Submission: 

 All entries should be submitted in an audio or video format, 

https://form.jotform.com/70246196188160 clearly labeled with your name and contact 

information and any special instructions for viewing. 

 Submissions requiring extensive set up, audio or video equipment are the 

responsibility of the artist and represetitives. 

Policies:  

 Insurance – The Cultural Arts Center maintains an insurance policy for its 

exhibitions; however, its value of the policy is capped and does not cover 
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transport of art to/from the gallery. Artists are encouraged to seek their own 

insurance as well. 

 Sales – The Cultural Arts Center will charge a 20% commission on art sales, and 

work should be priced accordingly. Work not for sale should be marked NFS with 

the dollar value indicated on the ID form.  

 The jury process is a closed and confidential process.  

 

Important Dates: 

 

- August 16 – Deadline for submissions  

- August 21 – 26 – Jurying process  

- September 1 – Acceptance notices sent  

- September 25 – Artwork drop-off  

- September 29 – Opening reception 

- November 6 – Artwork pick-up (specific date TBD)  

 

Questions? 

e-mail: 

Tom Baillieul at tabaillieul@columbus.gov   - or - 

Todd Camp at tmcamp@columbus.gov 

 

Columbus Cultural Arts Center 

139 W. Main Street  

Columbus, Ohio 43215  

Phone: 614-645-7047  

 

mailto:tabaillieul@columbus.gov
mailto:tmcamp@columbus.gov

