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CALL FOR ARTISTS 

REQUESTS FOR QUALIFICATIONS – TEMPORARY TRANSIT SHELTER MURALS 

Submittal Deadline: Wednesday April 17, 2019 

  

INTRODUCTION  

The Sandusky Public Arts and Culture Commission, whose mission is to promote cultural and economic 

vitality in Sandusky, Ohio by integrating the work of artist into public places, is seeking proposals from 

qualified Artists or Teams of Artists to create temporary, digital artworks that will be installed on 

Sandusky Transit System bus shelters.  

  

PUBLIC ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION GOALS 

GOALS for the Public Arts and Culture Commission are to be:  

• To further the development of, awareness of, and interest in the visual arts;  

• To integrate the design work of artists into Sandusky;  

• To create an enhanced, interactive visual environment for Sandusky residents; 

 • To commemorate Sandusky’s rich history;  

• To promote tourism and economic vitality in Sandusky through the artistic enhancement of public   

spaces;  

• To increase attachment to place;  

• To engage community partners to build support for public art. 

  

PROGRAM OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION  

Installations on Sandusky Transit System bus shelters will be part of an ongoing initiative to bring public 

art into geographically diverse locations throughout Sandusky.   
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The artists will work with the community to use art to transform five standard bus shelters and create a 

new sense of pride, place, and warmth, which reflects the Transit System and the neighborhoods that 

they are located within. 

Using community input, as well as the insight of Sandusky Public Arts and Culture Commission artists 

and arts organizations, we will commission installations that will highlight the sites that these bus 

shelters exist in.  

The Program will encourage artists to create digital artwork that can be applied to the windows of the 

bus shelters via a double-sided graphics application so that image can be viewed from both sides. 

PROGRAM SITE LOCATIONS 

  



 

Administered by the City of Sandusky Public Arts and Culture Commission, proposals contracted 

between $1,000 - $3,000 will be awarded with a goal of one artist being selected, for artwork on all 5 

shelters, starting in 2019.  

Artists selected are expected to design, fabricate, transport, obtain permits (if necessary) and install the 

artwork, or work with a local company to fabricate, transport, obtain permits (if necessary) and install 

the artwork. 

All projects require a Community Engagement component that the artist initiates with the assistance of 

the City of Sandusky staff.   This could come after selection but prior to the creation of the project by 

engaging the public or tenants to inform their work.  Or it can include lectures, demonstrations or 

presentations during or after the installation.    

Partnerships with resident City of Sandusky nonprofits, artists or businesses are encouraged but are not 

required.    

About The City of Sandusky  

Sandusky sits at the mouth of Sandusky Bay and claims over 26 miles of Lake Erie’s shoreline, not 

including the Chausee & Cedar Point Peninsula which extend over 5 miles into the lake and create a 



protected bay. Sandusky’s unique street grid is one of only two masonic grids in the country (the other 

being Washington D.C.). It is known as the Kilbourne Plat after its designer, Hector Kilbourne, who 

surveyed and laid out the symbol of the Freemason over a typical block grid. Sandusky, being rich in 

cultural and historic identity as well as centrally located, is the county seat and most densely populated 

city in Erie County. Our city is home to robust tourism, manufacturing, and healthcare economies 

anchored primarily by lake recreation and Cedar Point. While best known as the home of the 

amusement park, Sandusky developed as an industrial Lake Erie port town. Much of that history remains 

evident in the bones of our region and echoes through the present in every corner of the city. Days past 

of bustling ports and manufacturing combine with unique stories of the underground railroad and the 

ongoing successes of Sandusky natives to give this small city its vibrant soul. Historic downtown of 

Sandusky is a central business district that continues to experience a resurgence of investment and 

business attraction. Sandusky draws on its diverse historical identity to guide the way forward to grow 

as an inclusive and open minded city. 

 

APPLICATION REVIEW TIMELINE  

Application Deadline Wednesday April 17, 2019  

Selection Panel Initial Review May 21, 2019 

Applicant notification via email May 24, 2018  

Artist under contract June 24, 2019  

Anticipated installation start date starting in July 2019  

 

ARTIST ELIGIBILTY 

To be eligible for this project the artist or artist team must be a resident, or residents, of the United 

States of America.  

 

TO APPLY  

All applicants are required to submit the items listed below in the format specified via email by 

Wednesday, April 17, 2019, 4:00 PM or mail postmarked on the same date.  Incomplete submittals will 

not be considered.  

 

REQUIRED ITEMS TO SUBMIT    

1. Application Cover Sheet  

2. Letter of Interest: Limited to (1) page.  Provide a short narrative explaining your interest and your 

artistic approach as an Artist.  



3. Art or Design Experience (up to one page)  

4. Images - Provide up to 10 images of previous work   

• PC-compatible files only  

• JPEG format  

• File size not exceed 12MB  

5. Annotated Image List - Provide a brief description of each image detailing titles, location, date, media, 

and dimensions.  Also note if the art installation is still in place.  

6. Professional Resume (up to two pages) - Demonstrate professional history and skills, or experience as 

a professional working Artist.  

7. Proposal Outline  

• Specifics of the Installation  

• Location (including Photographs)  

• Community Engagement Component  

• Community Partners and Their Role  

• Draft Budget  

• Technical Requirements or Site Improvements  

8. Professional References (up to one page) - Provide three references with the following current 

information:  name, organization/title, address, phone number, and email.  

  

PUBLICITY    

Artists must be willing to participate in onsite and media promotions  

  

SELECTION PROCESS  

Applicants will be reviewed by the Sandusky Public Arts and Culture Commission Temporary Transit 

Murals Artist Selection Committee with final approval by the Public Arts and Culture Commission. 

  

INSTALLATION TIMELINE  

Installation(s) will start in Late Spring/Early Summer 2019 with the potential rolling installation dates, 

contingent on securing necessary approvals.  

  



LIMITATIONS TEMPORARY TRANSIT SHELTER MURALS 

The chosen artist(s) must work with the Sandusky Transit System during siting and installation of 

artwork(s). 

  

QUESTIONS    

Greg Voltz, Planner at 419-627-5973 and gvoltz@ci.sandusky.oh.us   

  

DIRECTIONS FOR SUBMITTAL OF APPLICATION  

Electronic (please no files larger than 12 MB) - gvoltz@ci.sandusky.oh.us     SUBJECT:  Installations at 

Sandusky Transit Bus Shelters. Please consolidate all materials into a single PDF and email the submittal.    

  

Mail (postmarked by April 17, 2019) – City of Sandusky, Planning Department, 222 Meigs Street, 

Sandusky, OH 44870  

  

PUBLIC ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION 

Cable Steinemann, Brian Stanley, Marsha Carrington, Robin Hudnall, Adam Ramsdell, Roz Shepherd, 

Jordan Sternberg, Ethan Unzicker, Martha Wikel, Chris Parthemore. 

 

SANDUSKY PUBLIC ARTS AND CULTURE PROGRAM 

The vision of the Sandusky Public Art and Culture Program is to enrich the lives of all Sandusky residents 

through honoring its history, celebrating its culture, and creating rich experiences for residents and 

visitors through art in planning initiatives, public spaces, and city infrastructure. 

The City of Sandusky does not and shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion (creed), 

gender, gender expression, age national origin (ancestry), disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or 

military status, in any of its activities or operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evaluation Form 

City of Sandusky 

Professional Services Request 

Artist to Create Site Specific Temporary Transit Shelter Murals 

 

Name of Artist (team):  

 

__________________________________________________________________  

Name of Evaluator:  

 

__________________________________________________________________  

 

 Criteria Points Score 

1 Strength of Artist  
 

25 

 

2 Past performance and experience 
with projects of similar scope and 
size 
 

 
25 

 

3 Demonstrated understanding of 
the project 
 

 
10 

 

4 Innovative project approach, which 
includes all listed items in the 
Scope of Work 

 
25 

 

 

5 Project Schedule 
 
 

 
10 

 

6 Location of Artist 5  

 Total 100  
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