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Puffin Foundation West, Ltd. (PFW) wishes to hear from USA activist artists and Not For Profit 
organizations which use ART to support their Missions and reflects the work PFW has accomplished 
over the last decade. 

Progress sometimes means you need to step back. Because our small private foundation’s granting 
was widely broadcast on Grant Search websites, PFW decided that beginning 2020 PFW will only 
accept applications from states contiguous to OHIO AND NORTH CAROLINA, being Indiana, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Tennessee and Virginia.
 
We know that Artists and the universal language of ART are able to reach across both physical 
borders and the boundaries of our imagination, and in doing so are often able to peaceably transform 
our society’s ideas about social and civil justice issues. Creative expression and innovation have 
always helped move our society towards a more progressive democracy and allowed us to recognize 
our universal humanity. PFW is committed to supporting such grass-roots artists and organizations 
with encouragement awards beginning at $250 to a usual high-end nod of $2,500. 

We are egalitarian. We are not centric as we believe that the road to peace is sharing with each other 
our cultural histories, diversities and ethnicities. Title One, TANF or being underserved or under-
privileged are not “passwords” to getting grants. Our grants endeavor to elevate everyone from 
despair, fear, violence, abuse and loneliness; and, we hope these awards help nullify civil and social 
injustices and raise awareness about the plague of various extinctions facing us. We know that by 
using ART, these messages are often understood. 

The Puffin is a metaphor for our work. This species once prospered off the coast of New England 
but was hunted almost to extinction for its feathers and for stew. In the late 1970’s, and shortly 
before her death, Dorothea Rosenstein (the mother of PFW’s President) was part of a small group 
of volunteers who worked on a project to reintroduce Puffins back to these islands. This was the 
first attempt to restore a Puffin colony and at the time, the outcome of the effort was unknown. 
Puffin life has returned to these island but alarmingly, the last few seasons both on the islands off 
New England and in Alaska have proven to be the worst breeding seasons ever recorded for Puffins. 
Those Pufflings that fledge, which are hustled into the ocean by their parents at about 6 weeks old, 
have been found by the thousands washed up on shores on both coasts. These Pufflings are starving 
to death because the small herring type fish that sustain them are not swimming far enough south as 
the waters are too warm. Global warming and the encroachment of civilization on these creatures’ 
habitats has cause this disaster. 
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We dedicate ourselves to fighting the extinction of the values that have made our country great: 
democracy, rights, liberty, opportunity, equality, culture, community, kindness, morals and integrity. 
We are HUMANKIND and together we must strive to be BOTH - to the planet and all the life it 
sustains.

PFW will partner and help build community partnerships with other concerned groups and 
individuals to insure that the arts as a communication tool continue to grow and enlighten and enrich 
our lives. The IRS allows PFW to accept Grant Applications from individuals (citizens/permanent 
residents) using their Social Security Number – but you may or should find a fiscal agent. We prefer 
to work with NFPs whose Missions are educational, cultural and/or social justice oriented which 
have projects meeting our Mission’s objectives and that utilize Fine Arts, Dance, Music, Theater, 
Creative Writing, Poetry, Photography, or those that create Educational Reels (only) with teaching 
guides of documentaries or have Public Interest Platforms/Forums such as Independent Journalists or 
those NFPs which engage in community non-partisan discussions.

TOGETHER WE CAN GET THIS DONE!

Java Kitrick, President & Director

© 2020 Puffin Foundation West, Ltd.  |  www.PuffinWest.org

The Atlantic Monthly has a sobering article about the Pufflings Mass Dying: 
www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2019/05/hundreds-puffins-washed-dead-alaskan-beach/590356/
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Dear 2020 Grant Applicant:

In order to properly review your Grant Proposal, the Foundation asks that you provide a descriptive 
but succinct overview of your project. Your application is the basis of our determination as to which 
projects by individuals or Not for Profit organizations best reflect our Mission Statement. We cannot 
grant to corporations, LLCs, INCs or any other type of for profit group as the IRS looks at that as if 
we are making an investment in a company and becoming a “partner.” Foundation support is granted to 
artful, creative and innovative initiatives that advance civic and social justice programs that will improve 
lives, the lives of creatures big and small, and instill optimism so we can achieve a better world together 
working to save those things we hold precious from extinction. To help facilitate our work, please process 
your proposal on letter-size - 8 ½" x 11" paper and mail your packet to the address below. IT MUST BE 
RECEIVED AT OUR MAILING ADDRESS BETWEEN FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 9 AND ON OR 
BEFORE, SATURDAY DECEMBER 9, 2019. All applications must be sent via the 1st class United 
States Postal Service. E-mailed applications are not acceptable, as we need your original signature for 
our file per the IRS. We do not have a FAX. Please include the following information:

1 - PUFFIN WEST’S GRANT APPLICATION/CONTACT INFORMATION SHEET.

2 -  PROJECT DESCRIPTION. Please provide an overview in 500 words or less. If you are 
collaborating/partnering with another community organization, network or institution that is perhaps 
providing venue or support services, please have them provide a letter of introduction confirming their 
commitment to your project.

3 -  PROJECT GOALS. Please identify the audience and expected census for which the Project is 
intended and set out how you plan on reaching your audience and how many people will have access 
to your project. We do look at the ratio of dollars to outreach. Please be specific and concise and limit 
this description to 500 words or less. Please affirm how your Project reflects our Mission Statement.

4 -  BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION. Tell us about yourself or your organization. Any relevant past 
projects or experiences are of interest to us. Please attach references or letters of recommendation 
if you believe this is helpful to your proposal. If you are a tax-exempt organization or have a 
fiscal sponsor, you must include a copy of the IRS 501(c)(3) letter setting out your/their NFP Tax ID 
number. If you are not a NFP, we need your personal Social Security Number, as we will be asking 
you to complete a W-9. ALL grant recipients including but not limited to NPFs, Citizens, Universities 
and fiscal agents - no matter what size grant award is- will receive a 1099 in Jan. 2021. It will be up to 
your tax advisor as to what you need to do with the 1099 you receive from Puffin Foundation West. 

5 -  BUDGET. Please provide the total overall cost for the Grant Proposal. Please then break down these 
costs as specifically as possible and keep in mind those things that the Foundation does not provide 
Grants for. Please expound on your other funding requests from other foundations and/or groups and 
etc. that tells us if the project has any other sources for economic support. We prefer not to make
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 grants to any NFP whose budget is over One Million Dollars a year as we do consider ourselves a 
grassroots NFP. We do however consider special projects that a larger NFP or a distinct division 
therein may specifically be involved in that fits our Mission.

6 -  ATTACHMENTS. Please remember to include your resume/CV, references, prior news clippings, 
and etc. about yourself, your organization or your work. A maximum of six photos (no slides please) 
or a five-minute DVD/CD are acceptable. Please do not send books, manuscripts, reels, videos, 
prototypes, mock-ups, or anything with bulk. If you wish your materials to be returned, you must 
send a SASE with the correct postage. Materials will be returned shortly after you hear from us 
advising if you have or have not received a grant award.

We look forward to receiving, reading and reviewing your Grant Proposal. We thank you for your interest.

In service, with gratitude,

Java Kitrick, Director

* PLEASE NOTE THAT PROPOSALS THAT DO NOT EMBRACE THE FOUNDATION’S MISSION  
   STATEMENT OR FALL SHORT OF THE GUIDELINES AND DO NOT INCLUDE ANY OF THE  
   REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF THIS GRANT APPLICATION WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR FUNDING.
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PLEASE PRINT THIS PAGE AND INITIAL IT AND RETURN IT WITH YOUR GRANT APPLICATION

Puffin Foundation West, Ltd. (PFW) thanks all creative artists and NFP organizations for their  
interest in our Mission. This begins our tenth cycle offering grants to individuals and other NFPs 
endeavoring and, more importantly, often succeeding in reaching across the constraints of the status quo 
and creating dialogues that are peaceably transforming, educating and moving our society forward in  
a progressive manner.

We have provided overviews of historical project summaries of hundreds and hundreds of Grant Awardees 
that can be found under the GRANTS ARCHIVE Tab. This is done to both motivate you and to help  
you understand what our Grants Committee considers to be Mission compatible. It also helps fulfill our 
Due Diligence Requirement pursuant to the IRS’ Regs. Section 53.4945-4(c)(3) which states:  
“In order for our Foundation to continue its important Mission and stay within the confines of the 
law: The private foundation must require annual (or more frequent) reports on the use of the funds and 
the progress made by the grantee toward achieving the purpose for which the grant was made. Upon 
completion of the project for which the grant was made, the foundation must receive a final report 
describing the grantee’s accomplishments and accounting for the grant funds received.”

These Project Summaries and Final Reports for 2020 Grantees which are due ON OR BEFORE 
DECEMBER 1, 2020, allow us to attest (this is a legal requirement meaning to certify, verify, document, 
authenticate) on our IRS 990PF that all grant funding was used with respect to the application as 
submitted. PFW reserves the right to recall grants should a Final Report not be received. Awardees that 
do not produce a final report will NEVER be considered for a future grant.

Please email YOUR FINAL REPORT to us BEFORE December 1st, 2020 to puffinoh@gmail.com
It must include the following information:

• Name of your Organization and your EIN/TIN or SS#.
• Your project’s name, the location of the venue and the dates it ran.
• Actual number of participants and number of attendees, audience, viewers, etc..
• Any changes from your original proposal that the grant award was made for.
• How did it go? Did you accomplish your goals? Were there any unexpected challenges and, if so,  

how were they addressed.
• Share a brief story (500 words/one page) of how your project made an impact on your target audience.
• Attach a .jpg (if available) of the project as we often do post final project information because your 

good work could be inspirational to others.

(continued)
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When you give GOOD PEOPLE, GOOD MONEY, GREAT THINGS CAN AND DO HAPPEN!
Thank you for your cooperation and we wish you continued success. Together we can get it DONE!

Java Kitrick, President & Director

© 2020 Puffin Foundation West, Ltd.  |  www.PuffinWest.org

                                                                                            _______________
                                             Grantee Initials

We strongly suggest that you download and print the entire Grant Application Packet.
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Dear Puffin Foundation West, Ltd. 2020 Grant Applicant:
The following information is required to process your Grant Proposal. Applications are only accepted on this form  
(with your original signature) sent via regular 1st class pre-postage. Applications are accepted post-marked September 9 - 
and in-hand by December 9, 2019. Please read the information contained in Important Dates to Remember. MAIL TO:

Java Kitrick 
Puffin Foundation West, Ltd

3710 Exchange Glenwood Place #331, Raleigh, NC  27612

DATE _________________________________________________________________________________________
APPLICANT/GROUP NAME and CONTACT NAME __________________________________________________
SOCIAL SECURITY # or NFP TAX EXEMPT #* ______________________________________________________ 
*Only American citizens, permanent residents under their SS# or NFPs/or their fiscal agents may apply.

ADDRESS ____________________________________________Apt#__________CITY ______________________
STATE _________ ZIP _______________ TELE # __________________ MOBILE #__________________________
WEBSITE __________________________________________________ FACEBOOK ________________________
EMAIL________________________________ SECONDARY (PERSONAL) EMAIL_________________________

IF ANY OF THE ABOVE INFORMATION CHANGES (EMAIL, ADDRESS, CONTACT ETC.) BEFORE  
DECEMBER 31, 2019, YOU MUST ADVISE US IMMEDIATELY SO YOUR 1099 IS SENT TO THE CORRECT ADDRESS.

TITLE OF GRANT PROPOSAL ____________________________________________________________________
TOTAL BUDGET: $ ______________ GRANT REQUEST: $ _____________ EARLY DETERMINATION:  Y /  N
WHEN IS YOUR PROJECTED SCHEDULED FOR:  From _____________________ Ending __________________

Is this project currently funded or have you applied for any other funding? ___________ YES __________NO

If so, please list Grantors and amounts received or Grants applied for:

Name                                      Address, City, State, Zip                         Tele #                  Contact                   $ Amount
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
How did you learn about Puffin Foundation West, Ltd.? __________________________________________________

Have you received a previous Grant from Puffin Foundation West, Ltd. or the Puffin Foundation, Ltd?

______ YES _______ NO If yes: When ______________________Amount of Grant $ _________________
Title of Grant ____________________________________________________________________________________
Where/When it was presented ______________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE  TITLE DATE

Puffin Foundation West, Ltd. has been chartered as a not-for-profit corporation by the State of Ohio. Its goals are to encourage and support the creation 
and presentation of new artistic works to the public. In particular, the Foundation’s Mission is to foster and encourage artists who might find funding 

difficult because of the project’s genre and/or social philosophy.

Puffin Foundation West Ltd. is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Private Organization #27-2753994 which files a 990PF

We encourage you to call the IRS Information Line should you have any questions about receiving a PFW Grant and how you need to report it at 
1-866-455-7438
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Puffin Foundation West’s 2020 Grant Application Package will be on our website in mid August 2019.

September 9, 2019 | APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED
Acceptance of your duly executed ORIGINAL grant applications sent by regular usps 1ST class postage 
only begins. Applications sent via priority mail, express mail, overnight ups or fedex, and/or any similar 
expedited service will not be considered.* 

November 11, 2019 | EARLY DETERMINATION
These duly completed Applications will be reviewed first and would be related to projects that complement 
our Mission that take place in January or February 2020. Grant Award Checks for Early Determinations 
will be sent out first and by January 15, 2020. The Applications are logged in by their postmark and are 
reviewed by the grants committee in that order. Meaning that grant awards will be made beginning in 
January for applications received in September and so on. 

Reminder: December 1, 2019
If you received a 2019 Grant Award YOUR FINAL REPORT is due BEFORE December 1, 2019:

December 9, 2019 | GRANT APPLICATION DUE DATE
ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE IN HAND VIA 1ST CLASS UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE BY 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2019. NO EXCEPTIONS (SEE*).
You will be sending them to our winter (hope it does not snowbird) address.

PLEASE MAIL THEM TO: 
JAVA KITRICK, President/director
PUFFIN FOUNDATION WEST, LTD.
3710 Exchange Glenwood Place, #331
Raleigh, NC  27612

OUR PERMANENT ADDRESS REMAINS THE SAME:
JAVA KITRICK, President/director
PUFFIN FOUNDATION WEST, LTD.
60 East Spring Street, #601
Columbus, OH  43215

January 15, 2020 – May 15, 2020 | GRANT AWARDS SENT OUT
It should be noted that PFW takes out the same sum certain amount each month beginning in January 2020 
based upon the corpus as at December 31, 2019. Once the amount of money scheduled to be distributed in 
January is doled out, the next group of grant checks will be issued by the 15th of the month of every month 
thereafter (February-May 2020). Again, please note that when your application is received does matter.
Some awardees will get more than one check to fulfill their grant award given by the grant’s committee. 
These will be written in consecutive months.
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MAY 31, 2020:
Typically, once our tax return, a 990-PF, is filed on May 15, all grant awards will be issued by the end of the 
month as we will know the exact amount of the IRS’ mandate that we expense 5% in qualified distributions 
as a private foundation.

*******
2020 Grant Applications are welcomed ONLY from states contiguous to OHIO and NORTH CAROLINA, 
being Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee 
and Virginia from ALL Not for Profits whose projects will be undertaken in the United States of America. 
PFW is also allowed to award grants to permanent residents and U.S. Citizens using their Social Security 
Number. However, we encourage you to try to find a fiscal agent. Again their permanent address must be in 
a contiguous state as set out above. 

It is our process that ALL recipients receive a 1099 form early in January 2021 (for 2020) showing the 
amount of the award for your own/group’s tax purposes. This form will be sent and filed with the IRS and 
a copy will be mailed to you. If your address changes in annum 2020, you are obligated to notify us 
immediately of this change. 1099s are produced and sent out even if you are a 501(c)(3) and/or have been 
awarded less than $600. 

We encourage you to call the IRS Information Line at 1-866-455-7438 should you have any questions about 
receiving a PFW Grant and how you need to report the grant award and what your obligations are. We also 
suggest that you go to https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf and read the W-9 requirements. 

GRANTS ARE ISSUED IN THE AMOUNTS OF $250–$500 being “encouragement grants” that we 
suggest that you may leverage the fact that you received a PFW Grant. At no time do WE set out publicly 
the amount of any grant award. Our usual top Grassroots grant is $2,500. There are higher echelons of 
awards that are given out and these NFPs have a long standing relationship with PFW, and the work that 
they do is stellar and complements OUR Mission on many levels. We request that our logo is widely used 
when appropriate if your receive a grant. Logos are found on our website: www.PuffinWest.org

* Regular 1ST class postage will prohibit the landslide of applications that were received IN 2018 on or  
within 1-2 days before the deadline. IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE $30 IN POSTAGE AFFIXED  
AND THAT FEED AMERICA CAN FEED A HUNGRY PERSON A MEAL FOR A DOLLAR — 
42 EXPRESS DELIVERIES AT $30 MEANT THAT 1,260 MEALS were potentially not served or 
eaten by the 1 out of 5 USA children that go to sleep hungry each night. Many of these grants were 
also deficient as the grant writers did not go to the website. PFW was placed in a quandary as many 
of these applicants had fine programs, it was decided to provide this class of grant applications with 
“encouragement grants between $250–$500.” They were paid out last. This unfortunately diminished the 
impact and dollar amounts that applicants who had timely and completely applied received. Therefore 
and again, please re-read the information contained on these pages.




