
Drug-related crimes are a leading cause of 
incarceration in Ohio, the epicenter of the 
opioid epidemic, where about 79,000 people 
are currently behind bars. The need for 
nuanced understanding of this crisis – and for 
solutions to it – has never been greater. 
However, often missing from these 
conversations are the voices of incarcerated 
individuals themselves. 
 
Art offers a valuable opportunity to change 
this. In partnership with Ohio Prison Arts 
Connection, Fresh A.I.R. Gallery is seeking 
work by currently and formerly incarcerated 
artists impacted by substance use disorders. 
Selected pieces will be featured in a group 
exhibition at Fresh A.I.R. in summer 2020.  

 
In creating and submitting work for this exhibit, artists are encouraged to trust the process, 
whatever form that takes. Show us your process, your journey, your voice, your art! Artists may 
submit up to three artworks in any medium for consideration; performers may also apply to share 
their work during the opening reception. The deadline for submissions is May 31, 2020.  
 
How does art help us understand the intersection of substance abuse and incarceration? What 
role does it play in rehabilitation and reentry? How can incarcerated artistic voices help reshape 
existing narratives and inform policy decisions? We look forward to exploring these kinds of 
questions through the exhibit and to raising new awareness.  
 
To have your artwork considered for this exhibition, complete the attached application forms, 
prepare digital images of your selected pieces, and submit these materials by email. If you are 
currently incarcerated, please direct emails and questions to exhibit co-curator Aimee 
Wissman at events@ohioprisonartsconnection.org. Otherwise, contact co-curator Lauren Pond, 
Manager of Fresh A.I.R. Gallery, at freshairgallery@gmail.com or 614.744.8110. 
 
You may also mail a hard copy of the application form to: 
 
Lauren Pond 
Manager, Fresh A.I.R. Gallery 
131 N. High Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
 
 
 
 
  



About Our Partners and Collaborators:  
 
Fresh A.I.R. Gallery (Artists in Recovery) 
Fresh A.I.R. Gallery exhibits the work of artists affected by mental illness and/or substance use 
disorders. Through art, we educate the community and work to break down stigma by bringing 
focus to the artistic vision. Fresh A.I.R. Gallery is a part of Southeast Healthcare, a non-profit 
healthcare organization that offers comprehensive primary and dental care, behavioral health 
and addiction treatment, and homeless services in eight Ohio counties. Fresh A.I.R. Gallery is 
supported in part by a project support grant from the Greater Columbus Arts Council. 
 
Ohio Prison Arts Connection (OPAC) 
Ohio Prison Arts Connection is a coalition of people committed to building arts access for 
people in prison and reentry, and to creating spaces for storytelling, resource-sharing, and 
dialogue both inside and outside of prisons. OPAC’s goal is to promote the transformative 
power of art and increase access to arts engagement and experiences for all people engaged in 
the carceral system. We include returned citizens, professional teaching artists, ODRC staff 
members, re-entry professionals, community supporters, representatives from higher education, 
funders, and more. 
 
Returning Artists Guild 
The Returning Artists Guild is a network of over 25 currently and formerly incarcerated artists 
working together to create spaces for our art and to find resources to create it. We believe in the 
value of arts access and community for those inside and out and are always looking for 
community partners and collaborators. 
 
The Vanderelli Room 
Founded and curated by AJ Vanderelli, The Vanderelli Room is a roughly 1200-square foot 
gallery in the Franklinton Arts District in downtown Columbus. It houses carefully curated 
shows featuring the work of creatives throughout Columbus and surrounding areas, as well as 
performances and other community activities. The Vanderelli Room is an integral part of the 
city’s thriving art scene. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTIST CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Artist first and last name: 
              
 
 
Address: 
             

              

 
 
Phone number: 
              
 
 
Email address: 
              
 
 
Is the artist currently incarcerated? (if yes, and you are applying on their behalf, include 
your information in the fields below): 
              
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
First and last name: 
              
 
 
Address: 
             

              

 
 



Phone number: 
              
 
 
Email address: 
              
 
 
 
Artist Narrative (Possible topics: What is the story behind your artwork? How have you been 
impacted by substance abuse and incarceration? What role does art play in your recovery?) 
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

              

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

              

             

             

             

              



ARTWORK INFORMATION 
 
Artwork 1 
 
Title:  
              
 
Medium: 
             

              

 
Dimensions (height x width x depth): 
              
 
 
 
Artwork 2 
 
Title:  
              
 
Medium: 
             

              

 
Dimensions: 
              
 
 
 
Artwork 3 
 
Title:  
              
 
Medium: 
             

              

 
Dimensions: 
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